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MISCELLA NEOUS ESSAYS. 


[¢’ ON account of fome Letters tranfmitted by a refpedt- 

“ed correfpondent, we fhall omit the Gossrr for a few 
wecks in order to give them an early infertion—but in 
the mean time, all favors from that hand, will be treaf- 
ured up carefully, and fhall appear in their accuftomed 
place, as foen as the Letters are completed.] 








Massacuuszerrs, Nov. 9, 1803. 
Meffrs. GiLBEert tF Dean, 


A CORRESPONDENT (fends you the five following let- 
ters on Epiftolary Writing,Modefty Patience, Habit and Men 
tallmprovement. They wereaddreffed tomiffes, of, fromtwelve to 
fifteen years old, by a gentleman who was affiflimg in their ed- 
ucation. The obje of the letters was to provoke an effort at 
expreffion in the youthful mind, as well as to infpire it witha 
beve of order. They were written feveral years fince ; were 
written in bafte ; by a perfon then little ufed to compofition ; 
and very accidentally bave been preferved. They are now care- 
fully tranfcribed, with a few alterations. If you think, that 
they will infiru or amufe the younger part of your female read~ 
ars, you are at liberty to publifo them in your ufeful Magazine. 


LETTER I. 
+#eeees “AUGUST 24, 1790. 
‘To Mi 5 Re Ree sees 
ON EPISTOLARY WRITING. 
My young friend, 

MY defign in-writing to you is not to communicate any 
‘thing, which might not as well be told you from the 
‘mouth ; but to give you an idea of committing .to paper 
your moft familiar thoughts. Many advantages arife to 
us from this mode of converfing. It habituates.us to ex- 
prefs ourfelves more clearly and concifely, than we gener- 
ally do in fpeaking ; and preferves to us alfo many con- 
ceptions, that would otherwife be loft. 

If you.are convinced, as you certainly muft be, of the u- 


tility of writing, you of confequence know, that the per- 


fon makes it the moft ufeful, who beft underftandsit. ‘To 
make it “beneficial to ourfelves, we muft regard three 
things. Firft, the fentiments which we purpofe to:con- 
vey. Second, the manner ofexpreflingthem. Third, the 
chirography. 

The fentiments you are about to commmnicate muft 
firft be noticed, becaufe of the firft importance. When 
you are going to write to a friend, you fhould confider 
the character of the perfon, and the manner, in which you 
fhould addrefs‘her, were fhe prefent with you. If fhe isa 
fuperiour, you certainly fhould fuffer no trifling ideas to 
efcape your pen, whilft writing to her ; but.fhould be care- 
ful to introduce fuch{ubijeéts, as would lead you rather to 
afk her opinion, than hazerd your own. If your corref- 


.pogdent is an equal, it is ontional with you to felecé and 


difcufs your favourite topicks. Good fenfe, however, as 
well as politenefs, feems to requixe, that you confult the 
difpofition and tafte of your friend ; for if you do not 


‘pleafe, you willnot probably improve her. When you have 


entered on the fubject, whatever it is, always endeavour to 


‘let your thoughts rife naturally from the contemplation of it. 


The greateft reafon perhaps why letters in general are fo 
badly written, is becaufe the writers imagine, that they 
muft contain fomething learned and pompous, when in 


‘fact affectation of learning. deftroys all beauty in epiftolary 


writing. 
Iremark here that, defcriptions of balls, places of pub- 
lick refort, and rural feenery, form fuitable themes of epil- 


tolary writing among young ladies: at leaft, they are a 


thoufand times preferable to fubje@sj which lead to cen- 
forioufnefs and fcandal. 
Although much depends on the matter of difcourfe, yet 


it is not all. ‘The manner, in which our ideas are clothed, 


is of importance, and deferves more attention, than gay 
young girls are commonly willing to beftow., Have you 


-pever feen a beautiful little child fo fmirghed with duft, 
-and fo raggedly covered, that you-have beeg more difguft- 


ed with the carelefinefs of its parent, than.charmed with 
ats lovely form? Remember then that, how):ver juft may 


ibe yourthoughts, -unlefs you take fome pa\ins-to prefent.| 


; 


| 
' 


| 








. tion. 


-underftand. 


ach action. of your life. 
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them to your friend in an intelligible and graceful manner, - 
they will hardly communicate eithet pleafure or inftruc- 
Do not gaudily deck the child of your imagination ;, 
but let its neat apparel difplay to advantage the charms of 
innocence and beauty. E 

I have written largely to you concerning the matter 
and manner of epiftles ; it remains, that | briefly caution 
you to attend to your handwriting. Write ever fo fine- 
ly in regard to fentiment and laneusyc. ‘et ifnobody can 
read it, what is it good for ? Whom wil: it benefit except 
yourfelf? No. Attention to thofe is indifpenfable ; atten- 
tion to this is not beneath your notice. Almoft all perfons 
may write what hand they pleafe. And when to write 
beautifully is an affair, which perfeverance can eafily effec, 
I prefume it will be effected by you. 

Of thefe things perhaps you are fenfible; but 
“how,” fay you, “ am 1 to perfect myfelf?” ‘Tobe fure, it 
cannot be done immediately. You gain your knowledge 
and facility here, as in all things elfe, by obfervation and 
practice. All the rules inthe world will avail you little 
without ftudy, and ftudy itfelf is ineffectual without the 
habit of.expreflion. Keep your faculties awake to remark, 
and active by exertion, and your improvement, though 
gradual, will be certain and conftant. 

Well, *****,] believe you are heartily tired, are you 
not? If you are, inform me in your reply. Tdl me 
what you like,and what you diflike, and what you do not 
I have endeavoured to exprefs myfelf clearly ; 
but probably fome of the foregoing obfervations will more 
pertinently apply to you fome years hence. 

Proceed, my fair pupil, in the path of improvement and 
knowledge. And whilft affiduous in accomplifhing your 
mind and perfon, neglect not the culture of your heart and 
morals, without ferious attention to which, though you 
may appear well in the eye of the world, you will. tremble 
in the prefence of Him, who is even now acquainted with 
all our hearts,and who will hereafier approve.or condemn 
Tam, (Sc. ec. 
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Tue PASSENGER N° VITI. 

I ENGAGED, faid the Doctor, to give you a general 
outline of the fecond article of my fyftem. We agreed in 
opinion, Madam, that the feeds of licentioufnefs are often 
fown in the minds of children, by domeftics in families; 
and you obferved, that it was an evil for which you could 
not think of any mode of redrefs. I willnow deicribe my 
ideas of a remedy, of which your judgment will decide,as 
refpects its probable effect. 

That clafs of people on whom we depend for domettic 
afliftance, traverfe our cities from houfe to houfe, without 
recommendation, -~without character; no public meafures 
are taken to honor the good, or reform the bad; it be- 
comes of courfe of little confequence to a great part of them, 
whether their condu& be deferving or not ofa recommen- 
dation, without which, they can eafily obtain employment, 
and demand their wages, as the employer is under obliga- 
tion to pay for fervices engaged, but the domeftic is under 
no bond for the faithful performance of thofe fervices. Vir- 
tue andvice, are diftinctions whith require to be marked 
in ftrong characters by fociety, particularly as they refpect 
thofe who are occafionally inmates.in our families. The 





Jawsofa ftate, can only diftinguifh the grofsly vicious, by 


making examples of fuch as are fo abandoned, as to be- 
come obnoxious to thofe laws ; it lies therefore with em- 
ployers to make it the intereft of domeftics to behave well, 
and te render decency of character an indifpenfable requi- 
fite, for obtaining domeftic employment. ‘Fhis-might | be 
done by a variety of means; I will defcribe one, which I 
think could fcarcely fail of being extremely influential, if 
not completely effe@ual. 

By the fociety which I before mentioned, let an intel]- 


ligence-oflice be eftablifhed, and fupported: by a perma- 


nent falary, adequate to the fervices of the keeper, who 
fhould always be a widowed mother, recommended to the 
{tation by her capacity for filling it, and by. her good char- 
acter, particularly for the difcreet management of her chil- 
dren : and letno one be eligible to the office of Keeper ;who 
fhould be otherwife fo well provided for as not to want it. 

But why, faid the citizen, would you prefera woman, as 


the keeper of this office. ? 





go 


For the following reafons Sir ;—/r/?, women want aid 
more than men, in finding employments fuited to their 
conftitution, and productive of the micans of fupport ; pat- 
ticularly the widowed mother of a family ;—/econd, a mod- 
erate falary would be accepted as a pretty income by a wo- 
man, which would not be confidered as adequate to the fers. 
vices of a man ;—#sird, the conditions of election, fe honor- 
ary tothe character of the good mother, with the falary 
annexed to the office, would induce many to. become candi- 
dates, by particular attention to the management of their 
children ; and this would tend, in fome meafure, toward 
making obedience and docility more fafhionable, with the 
children’of thofe clafles of faciety who are not in affluent 
circumftances. 4 

In the office beforementioned, ali che members of the fae 
ciety might apply for domeftics wanted, and receive in- 
formation of the mames ‘entered ; and all perfons feeking 
employment fhould have the privilege of entering their 
names as applicants for places, without paying a fee, and if 


accommodated with a recommendation, that fhould alfo 


be entered in the records of the office, ifdefired. By the 
rules of the fociety, every member thereof fhould be under 
obligation to enter the names of ail domeftics, upon their 
leaving the family, ftating the time they had ferved, and 
giving a good character of thofe who had defenved it, ang 
none of. ethers! Thefe records fhould all be preferved in 
the office, and from them applicants for places fhould be 
furnifhed with tickets,more-or lefs recommendatory accords 
ing to their merit, thus : 

A. B. feeks aplace as boufe-maid, fee has in tbe intelli vence- 
office a good charaGer. 


Then at the bottom of the ticket infert the names of 
thofe who want domeftics in that line, thus: 


Domefiics of this defeription are wanted by C.D, Nowe 
Areet. E. F. No.—frreet, and G. H. No.—freet. 
O. P. Keeper of the Intelligence Office. 


In filling thefe tickets, regard would be paid to the dif 
ferent grades of character, by various modes of cxpreffion, 
to any neceflary number of ‘degrees ; as for inftance, a char- 
a&er, a good charaéter, a very good charaG&er, an excellent char- 
aGier. Under fuch an eftablifhment, thefe tickets would 
in a fhort time become neceffary to thofe who flould be in 
fearch of employment, as the firft queftion they would 
meet on application for fervice, woulc be, “ Have you « 
Ticket ?” 

The records of this office, would “be a flanding memor- 
ial of the merits of thofe who conducted well in their fta~ 
tion as domeftics. I fhall next proceed to meafures for 
rendering this meritorious character productive of honor 
and reward, which I will introduce with fame prelemina- 
ry obfervations. Society may be confidered as confifting 
of three clafles, the opulent, the eafy, and the indigent; 
by the ea/y, I mean thofe who have a profeflion, or fome 
means of obtaining a comfortable fubfiftence by indufiry, 
without feeking fervice abroad, or donations at home ;.the 
two other clafles need no defcription, from the. laft of 
which, moft of our domeittics are furnifhed. It is an od 
maxim that virtue is its own reward ; this.is intelligible 
to the opulent and eafy, who fhare among .them all the 
honours, and all-the emoluments of office, which fociety 
has to beftow; but it is logic, not readily comprehended 
by the indigent, who feeob{cure virtue unfought, unknown, 
and undiftinguifhed, among the mafs of the wretched. To 
this neglect isowing, much more than to their neceflities, 
the caufe of the viccs which generally attend indigence, 
The opulent and c¢fy are ftrmulated to virtne, by public 
employmert, by private advantages in bafinefs, by the 
honor of a good name, by the example of their cotempore~ 
ries, and by the checks-of the Jaw.; while no genera} influ- 
ence operates,‘leading them into vicious practices. The 
indigent are ftimulated to virtue by the checks of the law 
only ; while the neceffitics of their fituation, the examples 
of thofe with whom they muft affociate ; the difeourag- 
ing contempt which deftitute goodnefs is heir.to, and pro- 
bably the force of a bed education, alhpoperate as cifcour- 









ageménts of virtue or incentives to Wit thus, In ohe 
cafe, five influcnces impcl to vittgous com@MEr, ad’ nene to 
vicious; inthe other cafe one istfluence smapels to virtuous 


and four to vicious conduct. Can it then ‘be a matter of 
wonder, that indiggnce and vice. are fo frequently compan 




































ions? From thefe fads it is evident, that the clafs of fo- 
eiety from which moft of our domeftics are taken, has 
more incentives to immoral courfes than any other. My 
next object will be to propofe meafures for removing thofe 
incentives, by diflinguifhing the worthy, reducing their ne- 
ceflities, withdrawing bad examples, rewarding their good- 
aefs, and correcting their education. 

You undertake an arduous tafk, Sir, faid the Lady. 

Arduous as it is, Madam, not a fhadow of doubt refts 
@2 my mind with refpeé to its fuccefs, provided the lead- 
ing members of any community would undertake to carry 
the meafures into execution. 


MORAL anv USEFUL. » 


ON HISTORY. 


HISTORY is the foundation of all ufeful and elegant 
knowledge; it acquaints us with the tranfactions ef man- 
kind from the remoteft of antiquity, to the prefent time ; 
and gives usa knowledge of the moft diftant nations, as well 
as ourown. It gives usa view of the powers of man, by 
thewing in what manner he has improved, from the mott 
barbarous and favage ftate of fociety,to that ftate in which 
we now behoid the moft polifhed nations of Europe. What 
different pictures do the fame creatures exhibit, employed 
in hunting, fifhing, and making war on each other with 
the moft unrelenting cruelty, and as we now view them, 
improving life with ufeful arts, and*imbellifhing it with 
ornaments and elegancies fuited to a ftate of refinement ? 
Without hiftory man would have continued nearly in the 
fame ftate in which he happened to be placed, for want of 
thofe improvements which he can only receive by the con- 











templation of his own {pecies. But hiftory does not only | 


improve the arts and add to the elegancies of life; it is of 


the utmoft confequence to the morals of mankind. It dif- 


plays in its account of every nation, how effential morality 
and virtue are to the happinefs of a ftate,and how conftant- 
ly vice and irreligion terminate in national ruin. ‘This is 
not only a ufeful leffozn to communities, but to individuals ; 
for every man, as poets have exprefled it, is a little king- 
dom, where; if the inferior powers and faculties of his body 
are in due fubjection to thefuperior powers and faculties 
of his foul, he is like a well governed ftate:—every part of 
the creature is in peace and tranquility, confequently hap- 
py; af on the contrary, his inferior powers rebel againft the 
fuperior, there is the fame internal commotion in the indi- 
vidual as there is in a nation, when im a ftate of civil confu- 
fion. : 

The fame hiftory therefore, which fhews that the hap- 
pinefs of a nation depends on its virtue, informs us that the 
happinefs of individuals depend on the fame principle ; and 
that ruin will certainly be the confequence of vice in an 
individual, as it is in the community at large. 





A MELANCHOLY WARNING, 
{Doustine aot your readine/s in giving place to every thing 
within your power that would tend in the leaft degree to cor~ 
rect Vice, or proteéd? Virtue, J have fent you the following 
for infertion ; it happened in New-York, was there publifo- 
ad fome years fince, and was afterwards republifoed in Europe, 
from whence it is now copied by one of your friends and cuftom- 


ers.| W.Y. Chronicle. 


“ A Gentleman in the medical line was fome time. fince 
requefted to vifit a patient, and was condu&ed up three pair 
of ftairs into a gloomy, fhabby, fky-lighted apartment ; 
when he entered he faw two young females fetting on the 
fide of a very poorly furnifhed bed, and without curtains, 
on approaching he found one of them nearly in the agon- 
ies of death; fupported by the other, who was perfuading 
her to take a bit of bread, dipped in {pirits ; but the pale 
ematiated figure refufed, faying in a feeble languid voice, it 
would but contribute to prolong her mifery, which fhe 
hoped was drawing toan end ; and looking at the doctor, 
faid, you have come too late, fir; 1 want not your affiftance 
—and thus addreffed him :— 


Oh! could’ thou minifter to a mind difeas’d, 
Or ftop the accefs and paflage to remorfe— 


Here fhe fetched a deep figh and dropped upon the bed 
—every means of relief was afforded, but in vain ; fer in 
lefs than two hours foe expired. 

In a fmall box by the fide of the bed were found fome 
papers by which it appeared that the young woman was of 
a good family, and had more than an ordinary education— 
that fhe had changed her name, and concealed that of her 

arerits; whom fhe pitied ; and whofe greateft fault had 
a too much indulgence, and a mifplaced confidence in 


wy 


the prudence favorite daughter. “ 
On the bak of fome directions refpecting her funeral, 


the following pathetic lines were written ; and fome little } 


= 
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money in the box was affigned to have them engraved on 
atombftone; thus— 


VERSEY FOR MY TOMBSTONF, IF EVER I SHOULD HAVE > 
ONE, BY A PROSTITUTE, AND A PENITENT, 


Tne wretched victim of qtick decay 
Reliev'd from life on humble bed of clay, 
The loft and only refuge for my woes 
A laft,love ruin'’d Female I repofe. 
From the fad hour I liftened to her charms, 
And fell half forc’d, in the deceiver’s arms; 
To that whofe awful veil hides every fault, 
Sheltering my fufferings in this welcome vault. 
When pamper’d, ftarv’d, abandon’d or in drink, 
My thoughts were rack’d in ftriving not to think, 
Nor could rejected confcience claim the power 
'T’improvethe refpite of one ferious hour. 
I durft not look to what I was before? 
My foul fhrunk back, and wifh’d to beno more. 
Of eye undaunted, and of touch impure, 
Old, e’re of age; worn out when fearce mature. 
Daily debafs'd to ftifle my difguft 
Of forc’d enjoyment ; in effected luft ! 
Cover’d with guilt, infection, debt, and want, 
My home a brothel, and the ftreets my haunt ; 
Full feven long years, of infamy I’ve pined, 
and fondled, loath’d and preyed upon mankind, 
Till the full courfe of fin and vice gone through 
My fhatter’d fabric failed, at twenty two ; 
Then death, with every horror in his train 
Here clofed the fcene of nought but guilt and pain ! 
Ye fair aflociates of my opening bloom, 
O, come and weep, and profit at my tomb ; 
Let my fhort youth, my blighted beauty prove, 
The fatal poifon of unlawful love. 
©, think how quick, my foul career I ran, 
The dupe of paflion, vanity, and man. 
Then fhun the path where gay delufions fhine, 
be yours the leflon,—-fad experience mine. 








PATIENCE POURTRAYED. 
(An Extra from Horne’s Difcourfes.| 

PATIENCE is the guardian of faith, the preferver of 
peace, the cherifher of love, the teacher of humility : Pa- 
tience governs the fiefh, ftrengthens the fpirit, {weetens 
the temper, ftifles auger, extinguifhes envy, fubdues pride , 
fhe bridles the tongue, reftrains the hands, tramples upon’ 
temptations, endures perfecutions, confummates martyrdom: 
Patience produces ‘unity in focieties : fhe comforts the poor, 
and moderates the rich: fhe makes us humble in profperi- 
ty, cheerful in adverfity, unmoved by calumny and reproach: 
fhe teaches us to forgive thofe who have injured us, and to 
be the firft in afking forgivenefs of thofe whom we have in- 
jured: fhe delights the faithful, and invitesthe unbeliev- 
ing; fhe adorns the woman, and approves the man; is 
loved in a child, praifed in a young man, admired in an 
old man ; fhe is beautiful in either fex,and every age. Be- 
hold her appearance and her attire. Her countenance is 
calm and ferene, as the face of heaven, unfpotted by the 
fhadow of a cloud, and no wrinkle of grief or anger is feen 
in her forehead, Her eyes are as eyes of doves for 
meeknefs, and on her eye-brows fit cheerfulnefs and joy. 


1 Her mouth is lovely in filence ; her complexion and color 


that of innocence and fecurity ; whiie like the virgin the 
daughter of Sion, fhe fhakes her head at the adverfary, def- 
pifing and laughing him to fcorn. She is clothed in the 
robes of the martyrs,and in her hand fhe holds a ifceptre in 
the form of a crofs. She rides not in the whirlwind and 
ftormy tempett of paffion, but her throne is the humble and 
centrite heart, and her kingdom is the kingdom of peace. 





EXCELLENT REMARKS OR AGRICULTURE. 

LN this country no man needs to be idle; for its furface 
would afford agricultural employment for more than ten- 
fold the number of its prefent inhabitants. Too many 


‘hands cannot be employed in this bufinefs. The learned 


callings may, be croudedy Trace may be overdone. When 
too great a number engage in it, they ftarve each other. 
But in a new, extenfive and fertile country, every one who 
induftrioufly and fkilfully tills the ground, while he fecures 
his own independence, is adding to the public ftock ; an@ 
while he enjoys the fruits of his labours, he may have the 
fatisfaction to reflec, that fellow creatures even in diftant 
climes are.fed from the produce of the fields. If the far- 
mer’s income be lefs abundant than that of the merchant, 
it is much more certain :—if greater bodily fatigue attach- 
esto his employment, he has much lefs.anxiety of mind ;— 
if he has not an equal accefs to the clegancies of life, he is 
better affured of its real neceffaries and comforts. Every 
farmer that is not in debt and has in himfelf the Fee of his 
land, is a prince within his own domain ; and, provided his 





farm produces a competent fupport, there is in his pow- 
er as much independence as can fall to the lot of 
man. When a farmer plants or fows, he, agit were, /oans 
hig property, and for every feed that he puts into a well cul- 
tivated foil, he receives tawenty fold. ‘This is an intercit of 
two thoufand percent: and at’the fame time, fuch enor- 
mous intereft is paid without impoverifhing any body. 

In old countries, by the monopoly and entailments of 
lands, all but a few are excluded from the privilege of 
being owners of the foil. Here it is happily different. Vaft 
tracts of faleable land lie uncultivated, which can hardly 
be fettled within a whole century to come. ‘The abun 
dance and cheapnefs as well as the fertility of the Ameri- 
can lands, together avith the eafy accefs to markets from 
extenfive fea-coafts and from a number of fine navigable 
rivers,which interfe& thewhole country, offer a decent com- 
petence and independence to millions of families inthe induf- 


| mp purfuits of hufbandry : and a pity it is, that fo many 
t 


in thiscountry are feeding on hufes, when 2 | a well directed 
induivy in tilling the ground, they might have 67 cad enough 
and to fpare. : : +: +: Hudfon Balance. 





CURE FOR THE STAGGERS. | : 
THE following fingular experiment was tried, and has 
frequently anfwered beyond expectation on moor fheep, af- 
flidted with that dreadful diferder, called the ftaggers, or 
water inthe head. Mr. John Pybus, an opulent farmer 
of Holy Welkhoufe, near G , loft a number of fheep by 
this difeafe ; various methods were adopted to fave them, 
but without effeé&t.— However, a few weeks ago, he took 
one who appeared to’ be dying, and having raifed the fkin 
upon the forehead, he with a fharp pen-knife, fuch as are 
generally ufed by gardeners, laid opena part-of the fkull, 
literally extricated a fmall bag, apparently filled with feed, 
anda thick dirty water immediately followed the incifion ; 
then gently clofing the wounded part, and covering it with 
a {trong pitch plaifter, was agreeably furprized the follow- 
ing morning,to find the poor animal frifking aboutthe moor 
with the agility of a lamb. London Paper. 
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_ AMUSING. : 


EMILIUS AND CLARA: 
OR, THE HAPPY PATR. 


Each was to each, a dearer felf. ‘THOMPSON. 


EVERY dayafter work, Zmilius congratulated himfelfup- 
on the hours of relaxation, which permitted him to rejoim 
Clara, in whom he felt, at every return new attractions. 
Seated at her fide, over the frugal blaze, under the thatch 
of their little cottage, and balancing upon his knees one of 
his infants, while the other hung harmilefsly at the breaft of 
its mother, he forgot his fatigues; he forgot that he had 
been Jabouring ever fince the fun had got up, even to its 
going down ; or, even if he did remember his wearinefs, 
the recoliection of exertions by which he fed his babes, 
faw them innocently eating the bread he had earned, and 
merited a tender {mile from his C/era,rendered the whole 
more touching. Tranfported by thefe moft agreeable prof- 
pects, nothing difturbed their repofe : “« All wastruly full.” 
The hufband, the wife, and their children were together. 
Their imaginations could piature nothing fofter, nothing 
happier than themfelves. 

_ The fight of their children, always avgmented their fe- 
licity. They were not lefs touched with an embarraff- 
ment they perceived in thefe little creatures, while they 
were ftammering to exprefs their tendernefs, and while 
their pains were rewarded by a thoufand cares and careffes. 
What a fource of pleafitre was it to Emilius and Clara,to 
interpret their wills! to fatisfy their defires, and to con- 
defcend even to join in their innocent paftimes ! , 

Ah! how happy was Emilius, when he felt the tender 
hands of his children ftruggling to embrace his own, hard- 
ened as they were by work, and embrowned by the wind 
and weather ! The fon one day was curious to know the 
reafon of this; “ And why papa,” faid he, “ isnot your 
hand as foft as mine? Why is it fo hard papa ?”—* In 
making bread for you and your mother,” replied Ewmilius, 
with paternal and gentle dignity. “ It is, you fee,almoft 
worn out in the fervice.”—“ Oh, ch !” cried the child, “ is 
that the cafe? Well then, by the time it has made usa 
little more bread, ntine will grow ftout enough to make 
bread too ; and then/we fhall fee, papa, whofe will be hard- 
eft.” The child copied the virtuous pride of the father : 
Emilius bluthed with joy, and Clara fhed a tear. 











| THE ROSE. 

THE rofe is a pretty emblem of Virtue; it flourifhes im 
every foil,rich and poor: giving additional graces tothe 
fertility of one, and largely detracting from the ftarility of 
the other. So Virtue not only increafes the brilliancy of 
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the informed, but likewife gives a dignity to the moft un- | them, at oncea mirror and an embiem, in which, while they 


eultivated, that learning, with all her boaft, could never 
yet beftow. The rofe is ftriking without gaudinefs, and 
delicate without tamenefs; as virtue is humble without 
meannefs, and noble without oftentation.—Though the 
{mell of this flower isnot efteemed fo exquifitely poignant 
asthat of many others; yet while they foon pall, we re- 
turn to the fragrance of the rofe, every time with increafing 
dclight ; and that fragrance charms us long after the frail 
tints of beauty are gone. So the reputation of Virtue ex- 
ceeds that of the moft accomplifhments, and exifts long af- 
ter death, for the benefit of furviving generations. 





ANECDOTE OF THE GRAND DUKE OF 
TUSCANY. 


COSMO de Medicis, Grand Duke of 'Tufcany, concern- 
ing whom, on account of his prodigious wealth, it wagru- 
moured, that he had the art of tranfmutation. A noble 
Venetian, who, though he had but a {mall fortune, was ex- 
tremely well recommended to his Highnefs, (and hy his 
polite behaviour ,added daily to his credit in that court) one 
day fairly put the queftion, and afked the Duke, if he had 
the Philofopher’s Stone, or not ? “ My friend,” faid the 
Duke, “I have; and becaufe I have aregard for you, I 
will give you the receipt in a few words.—I never put off 
until to-morrow, what may oe done to day; nor do I think 
any matter fo trivial, as not to deferve notice.” ‘The Ve- 
netian thanked his Serene Flighnefs for the fecret ; and by 
obferving his rules, acquired a great eftate. 





ANECDOTE OF SHUTER. 

AT the clofe of the feafon in which Shuter firft became 
fo univerfally and fo defervedly celebrated, for performing 
the character of Mafer Stephen, in the revived comedy of 
Every man in bis Humour, he was engaged to perform a few 
nights in a principal city un the north of England—lIt hap- 
pened, that the ftage in which he went down (and in which 
there was only an old gentleman and himfelf) was ftopped 
on the other fide Finchley Common, by a fingle highway- 
man, who having put the ufual compliment to the old gen- 
tleman, and receiving hiscontribution, turned towards Shu- 
ter (who fat on theother fide of the coach afleep or at leaft, pre- 
tended to befo) faluting him witha {mart flap ontheface,and 
prefenting his piftol, he commanded him to deliver his mo- 
ey inftantly, or he was a dead man. “ Money,” returns Shn- 
ter, with a fhrug,avery deliberate yawn, andacountenance 
inexpreflibly vacant, “ O lud, Sir, they never truits me with 
any, for nuncle here, always pays for me twinpikes an/‘all, 
your honour.’ The highwayman gave him a few curfes for 
hisftupidity, and rode off, while the old gentleman grumbled, 
and Shuter, with infinite fatisfa@ion and laugh, purfued 
the reft of his journey. 





ANECDOTES. 

A LAWYER, at Poughkeepfie, was applied to during 
his life time,by an indigent neighbour, for his opinion on a 
queftion of law, in which the interefts of the latter, were 
materially involved. The lawyer gave him his advice, 
and charged the poor man three dollars for it. ‘ There is 
the money,” faid his client, “ it is all I have in the world, 
and my family have been a long time without pork.” 
“ Thank God,” replied the lawyer, “ my wife has never 
known the want of pork, fince we were married.” “ Nor 


_ never will,” the countryman rejoined, “ fo long as fhe has 


fo great a hog as you.’’ ‘The lawyer was fo pleafed with 
the repartee, that he forgave the poor fellow, and returned 
his money. 


THE death of a Mifer, was lately announced in an A- 
merican paper thus .— On Friday laft died, Jofiah Brain- 
tree, of Bennington, at the age of 98. He retained his money 
to the laft.”’ 


SOME robbers having broken into a gentleman’s houfe, 
went to the footman’s bed and told him, if he moved he 
was adead man. “ That’s a lie,” cried the fellow, “if I 
move 1 am fure I’m alive.” 


A GENTLEMAN having lately obferved in company, 
that a deceafed friend, a Lawyer, hac left behind him very 
few effects. ““ I can eafily believe it,” faid a female wit pref- 
ent, “ he had very few cau/es.” 

A GOOD natured artift, who has long obferved the 
perpetual ftruggle which female fafbion has to rifaintain a- 
gainit her two greateft enemies, nature and convenience, has 
contrived an entire new “ Drefs for Ladies,” which, while 


it fatisfies the minuteft infpection of a lover’s eye, with the . 


light of the charms hitherto “ invifible,” or but “ dimly 
feen,” is calculated to protect the tender female frame, a- 
gainft the rudeft attacks of wind and weather ; it is made 
of complete glafs, the advantages of which, may be many 
and obvious. Ladies by this means, will carry about with 








drefs, they may _frudy themfelves. Cafed in this fuit, a lov- 
er Would as foon think of flying as offering to be rude, as 
he would infaliibly cut bis fingers in the attempt. Even an 
invading conqueror would abate fomething of his impetuof- 


ity, and refpeét the innecent contents, for the fake of the dan- 


gerous envelope which held them. The projeor has laid 
in a ftock of glafs, fuited to cuftomers of all ranks and de 
grees, as plate glafs for the nobility, green glafs for young 
maidens, and flewed glafs for others,&Fc. : +: Lon. pap. 

THE following intelligence cannot fail of giving great 
alarm to the fufbionable Nudes :—At the Quarter Seffions of 
Worceiter, on Monday, a man was fentenced to two years 
folitary confinement, for making an indecent appearance 
the ftreets. : : ibid. | 


A NOVELIST, alluding to the ere& attitudes of the late 
premier, fays that “ a tail poplar is the Pitt of trees.” 


OCCURRENCES. pe 


CEMETERY PLUNDERED. 

A'T the Clerkenwell Seffions, on Monday, Jofeph Naples, 
grave diggerto the Spa Fields burying ground, was convict- 
ed of ftealing dead bodies, fhrouds, &c. and fentenced to 
two years imprifonment in the Houfe of Correction. It 
appeared that this mifcreant had carried his depredations to 
an extraordinary length. The particular offence was prov- 
ed by the evidence of the hufband of the woman, and the 
father of a child, whofe dead bodies had been found. One 
of the witneffes, who had lived with him asa fervant, and 
fitter to his wife, ftated that all the time fhe lived with 
him, the prifoner sontinued to take two or three bodies each 
day during all the winter feafon, and until the time of his 











apprehenfion. He generally took them up in the day time, ; 


and concealed them at the bottom of the grave, covered 
with mould until dark, when he took them out, and carried 
them away im a bafket provided for that purpofe by the 
hofpital, which bafket fhe fometimes held for him during 
the procefs, and at other times kept watch in the ground 
to prevent detection ; that fhe once faw him cut off the 
head of a young woman, which he took to the hofpital im- 
mediately, and many times after faw him with the heads 
of perfons, who he faid had died of particular diforders, and 
which he alfo took to the hofpital ; that he fometimes open- 
ed the-coffins, and drew the teeth only, which he did with 
pincers and which he likewife took to the hofpital, and got 
a guinea, and fometimes more, for each fet; that he fome-~ 
times took the bodies to Bartholomew Hofpital, to which 
place fhe frequently accompanied him, and at other times 
to two hofpitals in the borough ; that he generally got a- 
bout two guineas for each body, &c. : : : L. Pap. 





VALUABLE DIAMOND. 
A recent London paper, fays, “ Yefterday, the fale of 
the Pigot Diamond, drew a very numerous and fafhionable 
company to Chriftie’s rooms in Pali Mall. The fale of io 


rare an article, gave Mr. C. an opportunity of exerting | 


thofe powers of eloquence and poetic fancy in which he is 
fo liberally gifted—and after a good deal of bidding, the 
Pigot Diamond was knocked down to Parker and Birketts, 
for Nine Thoufand and Five Hundred Guineas !” 
ST. PAUL’s CHURCH—PortTLanp. 

DIVINE fervice was performed, for the firft time, in this 
Church, on the 30th ult. Owing to the death of the late 
venerable Bifhop Bafs, public fervice was commenced with- 
out the folemnities of a confecration. The ftructure of the 
Church is fuch as does great honour to the architect, Dr. 
Erving. We difcover in the building proportion and neat- 
nefs. Inits ornaments there is a difplay of tafte and beau- 
ty without extravagance. The galleries are elliptical, form- 
ing a handfeme curve in the front. They are fupported 
by eight fluted columns of the Doric order. But the fineft 
piece of finifhing is an arch, of the fame extent with the gal- 





leries, erected over them, and fupported by eight fluted col- | 


umns, of the Ionic order. The effee& of this is not lefs 
charming to the eye, than beneficial to the voice and ear. 
A gown and furplice, with cufhions and curtains, have 
been furnifhed by the liberality of the Ladies of the fociety.” 








BOSTON THEATRE, 

ON Monday Evening, for the 6th time, the popular 
play of the Voice of Nature. To which will be added, the 
entertainment of the Highland Reel. 


—_—- ~~ —— 








NOTICE. 

i’? The Editots would thank thofe patrons to the Mag- 
azine, who do not file them, for a few copies of No’s. 16,. 
21, 2%, and 52, to complete fome fetts :— or they will give 
2,5 cents foreach number. ) 
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MARRIED}—At Afhby, Mr, Nathaniel Adams, mer. 
of this town, to Mifs Alice Wyman. At Portland, Mr. 
Geo. W. Duncan, mer. late of this town, to Mifs Margaret 
Weeks, At Roxbury, Mr. John Clap, to Mifs Prifcilla 
Holden ; Mr. Elijah Lewis, to Mifs Fanny Sumner.—At 
‘Salen, Mr. Wm. Hunt, to Mifs Mary Dean; Mr. Samuel 
Abbot, of Bofton, merchant,to Mifs Elizabeth Predter, 
daughter of the ite Mr. Wm. Proer, of that town. 

In this town, Mr. Artemas Newell, to Mifs Nabby Duna 


—Mr. Robert Morris, Telli Abigail W. Bufh, of 






Cambridge—Thomas T _Efq. of Little Cambridge, 
to Mifs Lydia Hammond, of Nantucket—Mr. Peter Dick- 
erman, mer. to Mifs Abigail Lord, daughter of Mr. Samu- 
el Lord.—Dr. John C. Warren, to Miis Sufan Powell 
Maton, eldeft daughter of the Hon. Jonathan Mafon ; Mr. 
James Vila, to Mifs Rebecca Robbins ; Mr. Ifaac Pollard, 
to Mifs Mary Bennett. 
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DIED}—On board the fhip Spartan, on his paffage from 
the Ifle of France, Mr. Andrew Sprague, Ait. 23, of this 
town—a very amiable young man, and highly efteemed by 
a numerous circle of friends—At Trinidad, Mr. Ifaac 
Perkins, of the firm of Meffrs. Jofeph and I. Perkins, of 
this town.— At Plymouth, the Rev. Ivory Hovey, /Et. 39. 
At Newburyport, Mrs. Mary Thorlo, Ait. 99 and 4 mo. 
At Cambridge, Mr. Robert Vofe, mer. Ht. 40.—At Rox- 
bury, Mrs. Martha M‘Cartey, /Et. 27, wife of Mr. Wm. 

In this town, Mr. Benjamin Larkin, /Et. 49 ; Mr. Gil- 
bert Deblois ; Widow Mary Chandler, Att.57; Mrs. Eunice 
Fuller, Et. 67, eonfort of Mr. Richard Fuller; Mr, John 
Noyes of Ipfwich ; Mrs. Mary Taylor, /£t. 30, wife of 
Mr. Thomas T. ; Mr. Theodore H. Prenleloup, Ait. 55 ; 
Mrs. Mary Bodin, /Et. 65—-and two children. 3 

On Sunday evening laft, Charles Elliot Perkins, fecond 
fon of Thomas H. Perkins, Ffq. 

Yefterday, Mifs Elizabeth Wait, in the 23d year of her age, 
daughter of Dea. Fobn Wait, aftor a long and painful illnefs, 
which foe bore with uncommon patience and refignation to the 
will of God. Her funeral will be from her father’s boufe, No. 
83, Prince-ftreet, on Monday next, at 40 clock, which the rela- 
tions and friends are requefied to attend. 

Lat Evening, James Perkins, E/y. in the 85th year of his 
age. His funeral will proceed from bis late dwelling-houfe, is 
Common firect,on Monday afternoon, at 3 @chock, which his 
friends and acquaintance are scquefied to aitend, without further 
invitation. ey «a é 


THANKSGIVING DAY APPROACHING ! 

HOSE who would obtain the favoursef Fortungpmay 
have occafion for great joy and gladnefs, at the com- 

ing anniverfary, .provided they adventure in Seuth Hedlee — 
Lottery, now drawing at the New State Houfe, in this 
town, All the high prizes are in the wheels (among them 
is one of Ten Thoufand Dollars /—cither of- which, would 

not only purchafe all the requifite xickzacks and fubftantials © 
fora “rEasT,” but would enable the drawer to eat plumb- 
puddings and turkeys forever ! or Tickets and parts, 
warranted undrawn, for fale by GILBERT & DEAN, No, 
56, State-ftreet, over the ftore of Mr. Pcirce—where a lift 
of all the orice and blanks, may ‘be feen ; and thofe who 























purchafe of them, fhall examine gratis. Prizes received iq. 
payment, Nov. 19. 
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POETRY. 
For the BostoN WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 
‘To MIRA. 


DEAR Mira’s bofom, fix’das froft, 
No fighs of mine can move; 

Chill damps defend that wintry coaft, 
And quench the lamp of love. 


Thus, where the fnowy Alps arife, 
The fun fhines idly gay ; 

And thus on Laplands.polithed ice, 
Unfelt the lightnings play. 


Her veins, unthrill’d by foft, alarms - 
A lazy progrefs keep ; 7 

Nor will love bend her ftubborn arms, 
Nor from her eyes-forth peep. 


Ah what are beauties, Mira tell, 
If they are hid like thine ? 

Put pearls conceal’d within the fhell, 
But diamonds in the m ine. 


When death has fet thy fpirit free, 
Hop’ft thou to be forgiven ? 

Canft thou who fhut’ft thy own to me, 
Expect a future heav’n ? 


No, M1ra, no; when paft the grave, 
"Tis ours to {mile or mourn ; 

Each pleafure or each pain we gave, 
Shall to ourfelves return. 


CONRADE. 
BL LLL” LL” 
For the Boston WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 
INDOLENCE. 


“MORTALS there are, who walte in downy floth 
Their youthful days, nor know the pleafing {cenes, 
Sublimely grand, that feeds, delicious fcatt, 

The philofophic mind, and wakes to joy 

And heavenly meditating, all the foul. 

Their minds, light as the playful breeze, that whirls, 
And gembols o’er the flowery painted lawn, 
Suftaining fearce the load, that heaves, unfought, 
Its aromatic fumes, taftes, flightly taftes 

The ne¢tarious, {cientific fount, whence low 

In varied ftreams, through golden fands, thofe pure 
Sefrelhing floods of intellectual lite. 


Ogtober, 1803. EDWIN. 


DLA ALA LL LLL FT” 
Sele&ed for the BostToN WEEKLY MaGazZIne. 





[Ina garden, belonging to Mr. TyER’s, at Denbeigh’s, in Sur- 
vey, England, is a walk terminated by a beautiful alcove, cal- 
led O. Penferoio: in which are two élegantly carved pedef- 
tals,on which are placed a Gentleman and Lady's Scull ; éath 
ef which, here addreffes the male and female vifitants. | 


THE LADY’s SOULL. 


BLUSH not, ye fair, to own me! but be wife, 

‘Nor turn from fad mortality your eyes: 

Fame fays (and-Fame alone can tell how true) 

J~—once-—was lovely, and belov’d—iike you. 

Where are my votaries, where my flatterers‘now ? 

Fied with the fubje@ of each lover’s vow. 

Adieu the rofes red, and lillies white ! 

Adieu thofe eyes, that made the darknefs light! 

No more, alas, thofe coral lips are feen, 

Nor longer breathes the fragrant gale between. 

‘furn from your mirror, and behold in me, 

At once what thoufands can’t or dare not fee: 

Unvarnith’d I the real truth impart, 

Nor here am plac’d, but to direct the heart. 

Survey me well, ye fair ones! and believe, 

"Fhe grave may terrify, but can’t deceive. 

On beauty’s fragil ftate no more depend ; 

Here youth and pleafure, age and forrow end: 

Here drops the mak, here fhuts the final fcene, 
Mk: difterace three-fcore from gay fifteen. 

' All prefs alike to the fame the tomb, 
Where wrink’led Lanra, fmiles at Chloe’s bloom. 
When coxcombs flatter, and-when fools adore, 

“Here leara the leffon, to be vain no more. 

Yet virtue ftill againft decay can arm, 
And ever Jend mortality a charm. 


THE GENTLEMAN’s SCULL. 


WHY ftart ?—the cafe is yours—or will be foon; 
Some years perhaps—-perhaps another moon : 

Life at ics utmett length, is ftill a breath, 

And thofe who longeft-dream, mult wake indeath. 


; 
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Like yon, I once, thought every blifs fecure, 4 


And gold, of every ill, the certain cure: 
*Till ftecp’d in forrow, and befieg’d with pain, 
Too late, I found all earthly riches vain ; 
Difeafe, with fcorn, threw back the fordid fee, 

And death ftill anfwer’d * What is gold to me?” 
Fame, titles, honours, next I vainly fought ; 

And fools obfequious nurs’d the childifh thought, 
Circled with brib’d applaufe, and purchas’d praife, | 
I built on endlefs grandeur, endlefs days ; : 
"Till death awoke me-from my urcam of pride ; 
And laid a preuder beggar by my fide. 

Pleafure I courted, and obey’d my tafte ; 

The banquet {mil’d, and fmil‘d the gay repaft ; 

A loathfome carcafe, was my conftant care, 

And worlds were ranfack’d, but for me-to fhare. 
Go on, vain man! to luxury be firm, 

Yet know—I feafted but to feafta worm ! 
Already, fure, lefs terrible I icem, 

And you, like me fhall own—that life’s a dream. 
Farewell! remember! nor my words defpife— 
The only happy, are the only wife. 8. T. T.B. 


THE NOVELIST. 
For the BostToN WEEKLY MaGazine. 


SINCERITY; a Nover 
IN A SERIES OF ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
LETTER XXK— Saran To ANNE. 


Dublin, Fanuary 19th, 1779. 


THIS elegant apartment, to which I had juft invited 
you, when I was obliged to relinguifh my pen, you muft 
not think, is.a fample of the reft of our lodging. Madam’s 
apartments are, in reality, very gentecly furnifhed, and 
confift of a handfome parlour, drawing room and :bed- 
chamber ; -within which ‘lait, there was a very pretty room, 
intended’for a drefling room, but in which a bed was fixed 
for Mifs Caroline. Here Mrs. Bellamy wifhed me to fleep ; 
but as 1 do not intend to have the hours | devote to reft, 
broken in upon by-any one, I preferred taking up my quar- 
ters in the room I have defcribed. Here, when all are 
wrapt in the arms of fleep, and a dull filence reigns around, 
fave whenthedrowfy watchman drawils the hour,orthe foot- 
ftep of the nightly reveller, returning to his negledted home, 
breaks upon the ear, I fit and mufe, and write, and fome- 
times weep. Yet why fhould I weep; is it the remem- 











-brance of paft happinefs ? No—no—for I do not remember 


any time fo happy, as to have a with that it fhould return. 
I have fometimes thought, circumftances might have con- 
curred to have made my lot in life eafier, but we are fuch 
inadequate judges of what would conftitute our real felici- 
ty, that, perhaps, had I fixed my own fortune, I fhould not 
have found myfelf happier, than I am now; and yet, Ann, 
when in early life I have thought upon a union for life, with 
one of the oppofite fex, I have painted to myfelf {cenes of 
domeftic felicity ; have been-falcinated with the pictures 
fancy has portrayed, and fimply thought time would, in all 
human probability, realize them, Alas ! how miferably 
did I deceive myfelf. But of what ufe is this retrofpedct ; 
the paft is gone beyond recal, the prefent muft be endured, 
be its infelicities what they may ; befides, 1 am not the on- 
ly unfortunate being in the world—thoufands and thoufands 
are more wretched, more depreffed, than I am. I have 
health ; I have a tolerable portion of underftanding, which 
has received the ‘bencfit of being cultured by education; 
and I have what not world’s could purchafe, a tried, a val- 
vable friend. Oh fhame! fhame:on me, that with fuch 
bleflings in poffeffion, I fhould dare breathe a murmur for 
thofe, which an all wife Being, perhaps in mercy, has 
thought proper to withhold:from me. 

in looking over what I had written the other evening, I 
doubted whether I was acting right, in communicating ev- 
en to you, the fufpicions which had taken poffeflion of my 
mind, concerning Mrs/’O’Donnel ; ‘but circumftances have 
fince occured, to fet afide thofe fcrnpies, and [ am at full li- 
berty:to tell you, that I do not thitk that lady is married to 
the man fhe lives with; or that his name isO’Donnel. In 
truth, Arm, I have got into a family every way uncongenial 
to my feelings, and yet I am fo fituated, that I cannot well ' 
leave it. But to proeeed, and tell you how my fufpicions 
firft arofe,and how they were confirmed. Ihad been with 
Mrs. Bellamy feveral times, to her daughter's houfe, which 
is a very elegant one, furnifhed in a moft expenfive ftyle, 
with attendants, carriage, &c. fuitable to the appearance of 
the manfion ; but in all thefe vifits, I never faw the huf- 
band. I enquired where he was, and.was told he was a 
great deal from home, as he was a member of Parliament. | 
I looked over the lift, but did not fee the name of O’Don, 
nel. It is ftrange, thought I, but I will not be impertinent+ 
jy inquifitive; time, which developes.all myfleries, will ey. - 


-—— 
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{ child, though he took.no notice of him. 
‘is that, ?” faid I to Caroline, who ftood befide me. “ Lord 


His lordfhip—that is Mr.—” i 
} mering about,” faid Mrs. Bellamy, who juft then caught 





pound this. One morning, Mrs. O’Donnel being with her 
mother, her fon, a fine boy, about three years old, ftanding 
up in the window to look out, fuddenly clapped his little 
hands, and ‘cried out, “ Papa! there is Papa.” I caft 


{ my eyes toward the ftreet, and faw a_ chariot pafling 


with a coronet on it; a gentleman anda lady were 
in it ; the gentleman leoked up at the window, and I faw, 
by the expreffion of his countenance, that he knew the 
““Whofe carriage 


Linden’s,” faid fhe, and her face flufhed crimfon deep. 


| “ Who was that gentleman in it,” faid I, “ Papa,” faid the 


little boy, without ore for his fifter to reply. —“ What, 
is that your father, Caroline ?” faid I, “ No, not my— 
“ What is the girl ftam- 


a word or two of what we were faying,“ Cant you tell 
Mrs."Darnley, that your father is not in lreland.”—Caro- 
line bluhed ftill deeper ; and even Mrs. O’Donnel’s face 


{ wore a higher tint, than it had received from fome of the 


beft French rouge.—I faid nothing more ; Caroline was 
defired to play her laft leffon, and the child was chid for 
calling after his father. ‘Why, papa did not hear me,” 
faid the boy. “ It is well he did not,” faid his mother, 
“ he would have.been angry with you,-and.me too.” 
Thefe circumftances dwelt upon my mind—but I thought 


4 it moft prudent not to mentionthem; though fully re- 
| folved to have my fufpicions removed, or confirmed, I was 


determined to be watchful of circumftances as they took 
place. Two or three nights after this, we were at the play ; 
and about the middle of the firft a&t,a large party came 
into the boxes immediately oppofite where we fat, among 
whom, I faw the lady and gentleman who had paffed in 
the carriage. There was a young perfon with us, who is 
niece to the woman of the houfe where we lodge ; to her 
I put the fame queftion, 1 had before put to-Caroline, of, 
who are thofe ?—* In the box-to the right,” faid the, “ are 
General Parkinfon’s daughters; that young efficer who 
ftands behind the General, is going to be married to the 
eldeft; that handfome man, with a ftar on his breaft, in 
the next box, is Lord Linden; the pale delicate lady on 
his right hand, is his wife,and the lovely girl on his left, 
is his fifter; Ido not know the other ladies.’ “ One of 
them is Mifs Mercdith,” faid Mrs, Bellamy, as unconcern- 
ed as poflible ; the is-a lovely woman ; ‘but as to that La 
dy Linden, the is fuch an unmeaning cream faced thing, de 
not wonder her lord is fick of his bargain; hehad a {winging 
fortune ; and my Jord was loaded with younger children’s 
portions; fo for the fake of villas, parks, and gardens, 
he took the inanimate ftatue intothe bargain.” This was 
faid with a fneer, and was followed by a laugh at her own 
wit. But my dear Ann, can I paint to you the horror chat 
thrilled through my heart, as I reflected, that Mrs. Bella- 
my’s daughter was the miftrefs of.a married-man ; for 
there was no longer room for doubt. This was the man 
her child had called Papa; one hope only remained, that 
fhe might have been a deceived woman,.and that Lord 
Linden was lately married. “ How long have they heen 
married ?” faid I. ‘ Seven years,” was the reply. “ Have 
they any children ?”” “ Three, two girls anda hoy.” Great 
God! thought 1, are-men all alike? is there no fuch thing 
as ftability. or honor in the fex? ‘I endeavoured to fup- 
prefs the uncharitable thought ; yet ideas would crowd-and 
joftle cach other in their rapid flight through my brain.— 
Man—is it only the fault of man, that fo much depravity 
exifts in the world? No! were there no Romains, no 
O’Donnells, there would: be no Darnleys or Lindens. Yet 
here, perhaps, I err, and throw too great an odium.on my 
own fex. Who then isto blame? or on what muft we 
throw the cenfure ?—on poor human nature ? How 
bewildered is the mind, how incapable is the judgment, of 
deciding on thefe intricate points! Say, is it the fault of 
education? Yet we know, nature left to herfelf, is liable 
to the groffeft errors ; nay, will commit without repug- 
nance, actions, which, in civilized fociety, are denominated 
crimes ; even of the blackeft dye. But it may be argued, 
it were better the mind remained in a favage ftate, than 
imbibe falfe reafoning and falfe principles, .under the fem- 
blance of proper information. 

I was fitting after fupper, leaning my head on my hand, 
and mufing on this inexplicable riddle, when Mrs. Bellamy 
thus accofted me : But it was.a long converfation, and 
fhall be the fubje&t of my next-————Adieu, Heaven blefs 
and preferve my Ann. SARAH. 
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